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dependence on Bairam was total. A seemingly invulnerable army
of eight thousand Afghan and Hindu soilders under Hemu was
advancing rapidly to check the Mughal advance. Bairam, and he
alone, could save a situation which was almost hopeless. Akbar
gave a silent approval to Bahrain's decision to liquidate Tardi Beg,
but he in fact never forgave his atalique for the callous deed.

The treatment meted out to Tardi Beg shocked many loyalists,
including Munim Khan who was at that time on his way to Delhi
from Kabul. The Khan retraced his steps from near Jalalabad,
and did not leave his post* till after the ouster of Bairam in 1560.

As has been stated earlier, Bairam Khan was a shi'ite Muslim.
His partiality towards officials belonging to that sect was a cons-
tant irritant to the Sunni majority. Also, the persons chosen to
supervise the education of the Emperor were high-minded liberals
to whom all religions were equal. The orthodox Sunnis were violen-
tly opposed to these appointments. Abdul Latif, a refugee from
Persia, was raised to the status of the Emperor's preceptor number
one. According to Abdul Qadir Badaouni, though Abdul Latif
was a "paragon of greatness," his catholicity was a source of anno-
yance to those who wanted the Emperor to be brought up as a
devout believer in the tenets of Sunnism. The renowned artists
Mir Sayed Ali and Khwaja Abdul Samad, deputed to give Akbar
lessons in painting and calligraphy, were also free men not bound
irrevocably to any narrow religious dogma. It was suspected that
Bairam hand-picked these men to wean the Emperor away from
the traditional Timurid ways of worship, and to inculcate in him
respect for all faiths and religions.

Though from the very beginning Akbar was averse to formal
academic studies, and did not learn to the end of his days how
to read and write, it may not be wrong to presume that his mind
responded positively to the teachings of a cluster of renowned free-
thinkers around him. A prodigious memory more than made up
for the lack of traditional book knowledge in his composition. He
liked to listen and recapitulate, and it was not seldom that he
surprised his tutors by quoting verbatim from classical works

. *Munim Khan was appointed *de facto* Governor of Kabul when Huma-
yun started on his campaign to recapture Hindustan. Officially, the
jJtmcipality was entrusted to the charge of his infant son Muhammad
Hakim-